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Toni Morrison

Morrison in 1998

Born Chloe Ardelia Wofford
February 18, 1931

[1]

Lorain, Ohio, U.S.

Died August 5, 2019 (aged 88)
Bronx, New York, U.S.

Occupation •Novelist
•essayist
•children's writer
•professor

Education •Howard University (BA)
•Cornell University (MA)

Genre Literary fiction

Notable works •The Bluest Eye (1970)
•Sula (1973)
•Song of Solomon (1977)
•Tar Baby (1981)
•Beloved (1987)

Notable awards •Presidential Medal of Freedom
•National Humanities Medal
•Nobel Prize in Literature
•Pulitzer Prize for Fiction

Spouse Harold Morrison

(m. 1958; div. 1964)
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Morrison’s Other Books…



Morrison’sOther books



The Pieces I Am
Documentary

• https://www.imdb.com/name/n
m0607339/
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Carnegie 
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• Acevedo, Elizabeth, The Poet X

• Allende, Isabel. House of the Spirits

• Bechdel, Alison. Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic

• Blume, Judy. Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret

• Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451

• Burgess, Anthony. A Clockwork Orange

• Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games

• Duncan, Lois. Killing Mr. Griffin

• Gaiman, Neil. Sandman

• Goethe, Johann Wolfgang. The Sorrows of Young Werther

• Heller, Joseph. Catch-22

• Hosseini, Khaled. The Kite Runner

• Huxley, Aldous. Brave New World

• Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird

• Keyes, Daniel. Flowers For Algernon

• Knowles, John. A Separate Peace

• L’engle, Madeline. A Wrinkle in Time

• Lowry, Lois. The Giver
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• Morrison, Toni. Beloved

• Morrison, Toni. Song of Solomon

• Paterson, Katherine. Bridge to Terabithia

• Picoult, Jodi. My Sister’s Keeper

• Pullman, Phillip. His Dark Materials

• Rhodes, Jewel Parker. Ghost Boys

• Rowell, Rainbow. Eleanor & Park

• Rowling, JK. The Harry Potter Series

• Rushdie, Salman The Satanic Verses

• Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye

• Satrapi, Marjane. Persepolis

• Sebold, Alice. The Lovely Bones

• Silversteen, Shel. The Giving Tree (by Karla Bae)

• Vonnegut, Kurt. Breakfast of Champions (by Colin Cahill)

• Vonnegut, Kurt. Slaughterhouse-Five (by Megan Henriksen)

• Walker, Alice. The Color Purple (by Isabel Joyce)

• Waugh, Evelyn. Brideshead Revisited (by Jennifer Bortner)

• Wilson, August. Joe Turner’s Come and Gone (by Juju Nieto)
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National Book 
Awards Clip





Quotes



“Risky, thought Paul D, very risky. 
For a used-to-be-slave woman to 
love anything that much was 
dangerous, especially if it was her 
children she had settled on to love. 
The best thing, he knew, was to 
love just a little bit, so when they 
broke its back, or shoved it in a 
croaker sack, well, maybe you'd 
have a little love left over for the 
next one.”

― Toni 
Morrison, Beloved
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Summary of A 
Mercy

A powerful tragedy distilled into a jewel of a masterpiece by the 
Nobel Prize–winning author of Beloved and, almost like a prelude 

to that story, set two centuries earlier.

• In the 1680s the Atlantic slave trade was still in its infancy. In the 
Americas, religious and class divisions, prejudice and oppression were 
rife, providing the fertile soil in which slavery and race hatred were 
planted and took root.

• Jacob is an Anglo-Dutch trader and adventurer, with a small holding in 
the harsh north. Despite his distaste for dealing in “flesh,” he takes a 
small slave girl in part payment for a bad debt from a plantation owner 
in Catholic Maryland. This is Florens, “with the hands of a slave and the 
feet of a Portuguese lady.” 

• Florens looks for love, first from Lina, an older servant woman at her 
new master’s house, but later from a handsome blacksmith, an African, 
never enslaved.

• There are other voices: Lina, whose tribe was decimated by smallpox; 
their mistress, Rebekka, herself a victim of religious intolerance back in 
England; Sorrow, a strange girl who’s spent her early years at sea; and 
finally the devastating voice of Florens’ mother. These are all men and 
women inventing themselves in the wilderness.

• A Mercy reveals what lies beneath the surface of slavery. But at its 
heart it is the ambivalent, disturbing story of a mother who casts off 
her daughter in order to save her, and of a daughter who may never 
exorcise that abandonment.



Summary of “A Mercy”
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